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Ihave always 
been of the 

mindset that it is 
best to go for the 
simple things first. 
Many years ago 
a mechanic at a 
dealership I worked 
for, spent a long 
time looking for 
the reason for both 
headlamps failing. 
After checking 
the fuses, relays 
and looking into 
the possibility of 

a wiring issue, he discovered it was simply both 
bulbs had failed. Starting with the basics can 
often save a lot of time and headaches.
 The owner of this 2011 Ford C-Max 1.6 had 

come in to see me as the ABS light was up on the 
dash. The sign of any warning light on the dash 
can be quite distressing, and I have had drivers 
who have come in believing that the brakes have 
failed because the light is on.
 As well as the ABS light being on, the owner 
also commented that the cruise control was not 
operating. This would be a consequence of the 
failed ABS system. The first check I carried out, 
remembering to check the basics first before 
plugging in the scanner, was to check to see if 
the brake lights were working.
 It turned out that the brake lights we also 
not working. After checking the feed to the brake 
light switch (or brake pedal position switch) and 
finding that there was a good feed, I decided that 
replacing the switch would be the best move. 
 With the new brake light switch in place, 
the ABS issue was rectified, along with the cruise 
control, and the brake lights now worked.

My first 

encounter of the 
drive spheres 
on a Defender 
was many years 
ago. The Police 
force I worked 
for had a fleet 
of Land Rover 110s, and the spheres were 
one of the components that required regular 
attention.
 One regular problem was that the seals 
around the spheres would pick up grit and 
grime, which would then work its way into 
the seal, damaging the seal and allowing the 
lubricant to escape. Since those early days, 
I have stripped and repaired quite a few 
hubs on Land Rovers and so when this 2015 
Land Rover Defender 90 XS 2.2 TDCi came 
in, I was very familiar with the procedure 
required to replace the failed front sphere 
seals and clean up the spheres.
 Thankfully, this owner is a little more 
conscious of the problems that can occur 
due to neglect and so is quite happy to 
ensure that they are kept in good order 
along with the rest of the vehicle.

The brake pad warning light was showing 
on this 2013 BMW 320D. It had been 

on for a few days, but the owner had already 
booked the motor in for its pre-NCT check and 
service, and so was not too concerned.
 They were happy that whatever needed 
doing could be carried out all in one go, and 

this is often the best way to do things. We do 
have a number of customers who like to book 
the service a week or two ahead of the NCT, 
and this way they feel that it breaks things up 
if anything big needs doing, allowing them a 
little breathing space.
 The rear brakes were the source of the 
low pad warning, and not only were the pads 
low, but the brake discs were also in a poor 
condition. New pads, discs and hand brake 
shoes were needed to get it ready for the test.
 Adjusting the shoes before refitting the 
pads gives the best chance of ensuring the 
shoes are adjusted correctly. It prevents friction 
from the pads from distorting the feel of the 
spinning disc.
 Once all back together, the BMW was 
presented for the test and passed without 
issue.

The brake discs were badly corroded and 
the pads and shoes needed replacement

BMW 320 - Rear brakes in a bad way

Ford CMAX - ABS and Cruise control failure

The brake light switch 
was the simple solution 
to the problems of the 
ABS and cruise control 
not operating

Defender - Front 
hubs
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