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The owner had concerns when she saw the 
ABS light appear on her 2011 BMW 318D. 

Worried that she may not be able to continue her 
journey, she called me up and asked if the car was 
still safe to drive.
 Many motorists do not fully understand that 
the ABS light being on is indicating that the antilock 
braking system is not operating. In the event of 

emergency braking action, the wheels may lock up, 
but the brakes will still work. As long as the driver 
knows that extra caution needs to be taken, then 
the vehicle is safe to drive to complete a journey.
 We all know the wide range of faults that 
can be the cause of ABS failure. Common issues 
are a failed sensor, or a corroded reluctor ring. On 
this BMW, the fault was a combination of both 
problems. The reluctor ring had corroded and 
expanded. Then the expanded metal ring had worn 
through the wheel speed sensor.
 A new reluctor ring and sensor was needed, 
and the driveshaft needed to be removed to carry 
this job out. Once removed, the driveshaft could 
then be cleaned up to accommodate the new 
reluctor ring.
 Once all back together, and the system 
cleared of the fault codes, the BMW was given a 
quick drive to ensure that all was now well, and 
that the ABS was operating correctly again.

The 
clutch 

on this 2009 
Citroen 
Berlingo 
III 1.6 HDi 
was making 
a slight 
noise, but 
the owner 
decided 
that this 
could wait a couple of weeks before it 
would need attending to. The next day, 
the scraping sound had now become far 
worse, so he brought the car in.
 The job to replace the clutch on 
this van is given as 6.1 hours book time. 
With the Citroen in the workshop and the 
gearbox removed, I saw the expected sight 
of a collapsed release bearing and damage 
to the guide tube it runs on. 
 Thankfully for the owner, there was 
no other damage. Once the new clutch, 
release bearing and guide tube were 
replaced, the Citroen was back on the 
road with a quiet and efficient clutch.

The coolant header tank was 
now needing topping up 

at regular intervals, on this 2010 
Opel Astra 1.6, and the owner 
was well aware that the coolant 
was leaking out somewhere. He 
had already carefully inspected 
the radiator and the hoses, but 
could see no sign of the leaking 
coolant.
 He had also tried to detect 
any signs that the coolant was 
leaking out through the heater matrix, by 
having a good sniff inside, but to date had not 
managed to solve the mystery.
 His next step was to ask me to perform 
a pressure test on the cooling system, with his 
concern being that the head gasket may be the 
problem.

 Putting the cooling system 
under pressure, I was able 
to watch the pressure drop, 
and so the next stage was for 
me to find where the coolant 
was going. One clue that I 
spotted that the owner had 
not seen, was a slight pink 
staining on the sump near 
the crankshaft pulley.
 After spotting this, I 
removed the auxiliary drive 

belt to get a better look at the water pump. 
Removing the water pump drive pully exposed 
the body of the pump, and revealed that this 
was the source of the leak. The pump body 
was covered with the light pink staining, which 
was the giveaway sign that the pump was 
leaking.

Coolant staining was evident 
on the water pump

Opel Astra - Gradually losing coolant

BMW 3 Series - ABS fault concerns

The expanded reluctor ring had worn into 
the road speed sensor, causing the ABS fault

Citroen Berlingo - 
Clutch clattering
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