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There is a slight 
misconception 

amongst the general 
public when it comes to 
camshaft drive chains 
and belts. I have known 
customers to buy a certain 
make or model over 
another, due to the fact 
that one vehicle may have 
a camshaft driven by a 
belt, while some owners 
prefer a chain driving 
the camshaft. The fact 
remains that a chain driven camshaft can and 
do still give problems.
 This 2013 Hyundai i10 Active 1248cc had 
under 60,000 miles on the clock. From the 
look of the service book, it had been regularly 

maintained at yearly intervals.
 This had not prevented 
the knocking/slapping noise the 
owner was now concerned at 
hearing from the engine. It was 
soon diagnosed as the timing chain 
slapping against the cover and once 
stripped down this was confirmed.
 A stretched timing chain 
does at least give a little warning, 
but it’s life cannot always be 
guaranteed to be longer than that 
of a timing belt.
 The job time on this 

one was just under four hours, plus with the 
recommended oil and filter change at the 
same time, the job was above the average 
price that a timing belt would have been to 
replace.

The owner of this 2005 Mercedes 
A170 diesel, spent most of Sunday 

replacing the belt. After the job was 
finished, they were upset to find the 
problem had not disappeared. The 
thudding vibration noise given off by the 
belt was the same as it had been with 
the old belt fitted. 
 This noise did diminish when the 
engine was revved slightly, but on tick-
over, the distinct thudding of the belt 
was disconcerting to the owner.
 I could see that the problem was 
not the belt, it was the tensioner. It was 
putting insufficient tension on the belt to 
maintain its position.
 The assembly comes complete with 
the idler pulleys, and is tricky to fit as the 
engine needs to be dropped slightly to 
access the fixing bolts. But the end result 
meant that the thudding vibration that 
the owner was now getting quite tired of 
had gone.

The owner of this 2005 Focus 1.8 
diesel phoned to say the car wasn’t 

doing as it was told. I asked her to clarify a 
little, and she said that when she pushed 
her foot down on the accelerator, the 
engine wasn’t revving up as it should.
 When she arrived, I checked out 
the problem. I often hear convoluted 
explanations of a problem, and so it is always 
best to actually check it out myself. In the 
case of this Focus, I realised that the problem 
was a lack of response from the throttle 
pedal, and I suspected that the fault was 
going to be the throttle pedal itself.
 This can be checked using a scanner 
and sure enough, once my scanner was 

plugged in, I was able to confirm that a press 
of the throttle pedal did not always relay the 
necessary information to the ECU.
 The new pedal is easily fitted and as this 
is quite a common problem, the pedal was 
readily available from our local factor for just 
under €140.

The throttle pedal was a simple plug and play unit
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