
8    >>   September 2024    AUTOBIZ

Many years ago, I got 
the bootlace of my 

right boot caught in the door 
of the car I had just jumped 
in. Driving off posed no 
problems as my foot easily 
reached the accelerator. 
The difficulty came when I 
went to brake and found my 
foot was restricted by the 
bootlace, and did not reach 
the brake pedal. I was able 
to brake using my left foot 
in time to avert disaster. I 
am extra careful to ensure 
my bootlaces are firmly tied 
now!
	 Recently, I had a similar incident with a 
2014 Hyundai i20 Active 1248 petrol, which 
could have been avoided, had I used my own 
advice to always pump the brake pedal before 
driving off.

	 The motor was in the 
workshop for the brake pads 
to be replaced, and the job 
had been completed, all 
bar the important task of 
pumping the brake pedal to 
set the pads. I was unaware 
that the last action had 
not been completed and 
moved the vehicle out of 
the workshop, I managed to 
back out and then drive off 
without the need to apply 
the brakes. Only when I 
reached the first junction did 
I realise my mistake.
	 I did reprimand the 

mechanic who had completed the brake pad 
change. I will admit, the buck stops here, and 
so the moral of the story is to always pump the 
brake pedal when getting in any vehicle, just to 
be sure.

A customer recently purchased a 2010 Ford 
Ka. He was very happy, but the rear screen 

wiper was not working. I arranged for the Ka to be 
brought in to me the following week
	 A couple of days later, he called back to say 
that he thinks he has a good idea of the problem. 
He went on to say that it looks like someone 
has fitted the wrong rear wiper motor. He had 
removed the rear panel in the tailgate, and could 
see the wording on the motor clearly marked it out 
as a Fiat, Lancia or Alfa Romeo part.
	 I told him to pop along and I would check. I 
thought this was much easier than trying to explain 
to him that his Ford Ka was built in the same 
factory in Poland as the Fiat 500, and does share a 
wide range of the components with the Fiat.
	 When I checked the problem out, the wiper 
motor was in fact good. A poor earth connection 
to the tailgate via the loom was at fault. This was 
also affecting the rear window heater, but that had 
not yet been picked up by the owner.

With a serious clonk when shaking the 
steering wheel, the owner of this 

2006 Subaru Impreza 2.0 WRX, asked me to 
have a look and remedy the issue.
	 Getting in and giving the steering a quick 
shake, I could certainly feel the problem he was 

complaining of. Play in the steering could be 
felt, along with a clonk as the steering moved 
from side to side. Checking the play at the 
wheels I found quite a bit of movement at the 
track rod ends and at first thought this was the 
problem.
	 I didn’t jump to conclusions when I found 
the wear in the track rod ends, and continued 
to check out the rest of the steering. This 
proved to be a good move, as further checks 
revealed that the inner track rod joints were 
also worn.
	 The difference to the steering after the 
joints were replaced and the tracking re-set was 
quite dramatic, and the owner was impressed 
with the improvement of the steering. I would 
image the tyres will also wear at a less dramatic 
rate now.

Both the inner and outer track rod joints 
were worn

Subaru Impreza WRX - Steering shake

Hyundai i20 - Brake change close call

Once brake pads are  changed, the 

brake pedal should be pumped

Ford Ka - The 
wrong motor

Stephen Rothwell

Specialist Tools & Garage 
Equipment Available at

Brought to you byT E C H B I T S


