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Used as a local delivery 
vehicle by a nearby florist, 

this 1989 Nissan S Cargo was 
the perfect little run-around. 
Due to its novel shape, it was 
an attention grabber. The little 
Nissan 1.5 is often called the 
Snail, due not only to its name, 
but also its shape.
 Because of it’s unique 
shape, it is an ideal delivery 
van. However, the owner was 
getting concerned, as the 
attention it was drawing was 
not due to its looks, but also its 
sound. The growing volume of 
the exhaust leak from the front 
of the engine was starting to be 
a little distracting. 
 Having a look, I could see a gap between 
the exhaust manifold and engine was allowing 
the gasses to escape. My biggest concern was 
the rusty condition of the manifold studs. I 
knew that this was going to be the trickiest part 
of the job.

 Fortunately, there was quite a decent 
amount of access at the front of these 
vehicles, so at least this was one problem 
I didn’t have to contend with. I started by 
soaking the nuts and studs with penetrating 
fluid before starting the job. I was quite 
pleased when a few of the studs came out 
with the corroded nuts.

As anyone who has tried driving in 
the cold weather will know, the 

heater is an important safety feature in 
the winter. The need to de-mist from the 
windscreen is an important necessity.
 The heater blower motor on this 
2007 Opel Corsa SRi was not operating. 
Once moving, a decent draught of warm 
air would circulate into the cabin. But the 
windscreen also needed to be cleared 
in stationary traffic, and this wasn’t 
happening.
 I at first though that the problem 
was going to be the resistor pack. On a 
large proportion of failed heater blowers I 
see, the heater resistor is the cause of the 
failure. Even when the blower does not 
operate on full speed, the resistor should 
not be ruled out. It is always worth checking  
the resistor.
 It was the motor itself that had failed. 
The bonus is that the blower motor on this 

model is easily accessed and changed. With 
a book time of just 0.3 hours.
 Once the old blower motor was 
removed, I could see that water had crept 
in through the air intake and corroded the 
motor. The tell tail signs of rust could be 
seen on the lower fixing bolts.

The corrosion on the old motor was a sign 
that water had entered the motor and 
caused its demise

Opel Corsa - 
Heater trouble

Nissan S Cargo - Exhaust gas blow out

Fitting new nuts and studs when reassembling should 
hopefully ensure that the next time the manifold needs to be 
removed, the job will go smoothly
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